
A PDF client that allows for tagging via annotations 

Brief 
PDF clients such as Adobe Reader and Foxit allow for annotations e.g. highlight text and add a 

comment. I'm looking for this exact same functionality, resulting in the same output PDF but instead of 

allowing for free-form text, I'd like the comment to allow for a configurable dropdown of tags or labels. 

These labels could be things like a list of names of people that are required to look at or review the 

highlighted PDF text. It's important that it's done as annotations so that they can be shown/hidden, 

printed/not printed and so that other software knows how to handle them. 

Could be a webbased PDF client or a thick client. 

Detailed Approach 

Here’s how we would do this today using Adobe Reader X (10.1.8) 

1. Start with a PDF document that contains a text layer with no annotations 

 
2. Annotate using the highlight tool 

a. Select highlight tool 

b. Highlight text 

c. Right click and “Add popup Note” 

https://www.freelancer.com/projects/PDF/PDF-client-that-allows-for.html


 
Note that “anna” is just the name of the logged in user and the note text “Psychology” was 

manually typed in 

3.  Add a second annotation by 

a.  Select highlight tool 

b. Highlight text 

c. Right click and “Add popup Note” 

 

Note that “anna” is just the name of the logged in user and the note text “Network” was 

manually typed in 

4. The aim of this project is to allow users (like “anna”) to not have to type in the works like 

“Psychology ” and “Network”, instead selecting them from a pre-defined list  



The diagram below is a mockup where the tags are coming from a pre-defined list including, 

“Network”,  “Psychology” and “Philosophy”. The user would perform exactly the same process as 

above, except they would not be typing these names in, instead they’d be selecting them from a list. 

 

 

 

 


